Hazards facing business owners in
2026: What you need to know.

Every year brings new opportunities, and new risks, for businesses. The hazards facing business owners in
2026 reflect just how fast the world of business is changing. Curious about the top issues that could impact
your operations in the year ahead? We're breaking them down and offering tips to help you stay prepared.

1. Hazard: Advanced cybersecurity threats. Cyberattacks continue to grow heading into 2026.
Phishing, ransomware, and data breaches can disrupt operations, damage your reputation, and lead
to costly consequences if you're not prepared.

2. Hazard: Changing regulations. New laws around data privacy, labor practices, and
environmental standards are emerging faster than ever. Staying compliant isn’t just about avoiding
fines; it's about protecting your reputation and operations. Review updates in your industry and
work with legal or insurance professionals to stay ahead of regulatory shifts.

3. Hazard: New technology risks. While advanced technology and Al implementation certainly help
businesses, they can also create new internal and external exposures. Things like system failures,
data corruption or misuse, and misinformation put businesses at technological risk.

4. Hazard: Talent shortages. Finding and retaining talent is key for a thriving business. But it's
become increasingly competitive, especially in fields like healthcare, technology, and skilled trades.
To combat the trend, prioritize employee satisfaction and retention. Be proactive rather than
reactive.

5. Hazard: Supply chain disruptions. Global supply chains remain unpredictable. A single disruption
can halt production or significantly delay your deliveries. To help reduce your risk, diversify
suppliers, keep extra inventory on hand when possible, and review your business interruption
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coverage to ensure it accounts for potential supply chain delays.

6. Hazard: Climate and weather events. Extreme weather events, like wind, wildfires, flooding, and
severe storms, are increasing worldwide. The threat to businesses is at an all-time high for 2026.
Create a disaster preparedness plan to stay protected when severe weather strikes.

7. Hazard: Inflation. Inflation continues to drive up the price of materials, labor, and repairs, leaving
many businesses underinsured without realizing it. Review your coverage limits regularly to make
sure they reflect today’s replacement costs, not last year’s prices, and consider adding inflation
guard coverage to your insurance program.

There are many hazards facing business owners in 2026, but there are also opportunities. A proactive
approach to risk management, combined with comprehensive insurance coverage, can help your business
thrive even in uncertain times. Talk to a local, independent agent for guidance and to ensure your policies
are up to date.

This content was developed for general informational purposes only. While we strive to keep the
information relevant and up to date, we make no guarantees or warranties regarding the completeness,
accuracy, or reliability of the information, products, services, or graphics contained within the blog. The
blog content is not intended to serve as professional or expert advice for your insurance needs. Contact
your local, independent insurance agent for coverage advice and policy services.


https://www.fmins.com/blog/protect-outdoor-workers-from-wildfire-smoke/
https://www.fmins.com/blog/how-to-prepare-your-business-for-a-flood/
https://www.fmins.com/disaster-preparedness-guide/
https://www.fmins.com/blog/cost-of-insurance/
https://www.fmins.com/business/
https://www.fmins.com/agentsearch/

