Prepping your boat for summer? Use
our checkilist.

Calling all captains: Boating season is finally here! That means it's officially time to get your boat out of
storage and on the water.

However, starting a new season of boating isn’t a “just add water” scenario. To make sure your boat is in
peak condition after a winter of hibernation, you need to check off a few post-storage tasks. Fortunately, if

you used our official winterizing checklist before you put your boat in storage, it shouldn’t take long to
“wake up” your boat for the new season.

Because boats and engines differ, start by checking your owner’s manual for any specific prep instructions.
Then use the boating season kickoff checklist below to get ready for the water:

e Check the hull and propellers for any damage (e.g., cracks, dings) and make any necessary repairs.

¢ Give the boat a thorough cleaning, waxing, and polishing. (Even in storage, dirt and dust can
accumulate on your boat’s surfaces.)

e Charge the battery and test to make sure it can hold a charge.

e Check all electrical connections to make sure they are tight and clean, with no corrosion.

e Check the fuel system: Inspect hoses, connections, and tank surfaces for leaks or damage, and
make sure all fittings and clamps are properly secured.

¢ Inspect all belts, cables, and hoses for wear, cracks, or brittle areas. Then, replace any damaged
parts.

e Check all fluids: Engine oil, gearbox oil, coolant, and power steering fluid.

¢ Inspect all your safety gear: Make sure you have enough life jackets, that they are in good condition,
and that fire extinguishers are fully charged.
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And while you're checking things over:

e Make sure you have adequate insurance coverage for your boat before you ever get behind the
wheel. Contact your insurance agent to review your policy.

Prepping your boat for summer takes some time, but it can prevent problems later on. Check off these
tasks now for smooth sailing all summer long.

This content was developed for general informational purposes only. While we strive to keep the
information relevant and up to date, we make no guarantees or warranties regarding the completeness,
accuracy, or reliability of the information, products, services, or graphics contained within the blog. The
blog content is not intended to serve as professional or expert advice for your insurance needs. Contact
your local, independent insurance agent for coverage advice and policy services.
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